The Coming Civilization
early days of Christianity no such change had come
about. The people who accepted Christianity
certainly did not foresee the social changes it was
going to create.
We might take, as a further example, the teaching
of modern psychology which we have just been
considering, and ask ourselves how far the doctrine
of self-expression has led to the reaction from
Victorian world standards. And even if, once again,
we hold that it has had no such result and that social
events alone brought about the reaction and caused
people to jump at the gospel of Freud as a justification
for their conduct, we shall hardly be prepared to
claim that Freud did not think out his doctrine first.
In fact, we arrive at this conclusion: economic and
social events may, and undoubtedly do, provide
the environment which may be favourable to certain
doctrines. But the doctrine is the result of an intellec-
tual process in the mind of its first propounder.
And therefore, however much events and the
acceptance of ideas interact upon one another, the
original ideas seem to be arrived at irrespectively
of any social or economic influences.
The Self-contradiction of the Irrationalist Theory
But let us for a moment test from another angle
the truth of the doctrine that men's ideas are caused
entirely by the kind of physical mechanism of which
they are made up, or by the irrational process on
which psycho-analysis lays stress.
130